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Black MSM focus of new HIV campaign

b\ Matthew S. Bajko

m.bajko@ebar.com

As the country's AIDS epidemic enters its fourth decade, the federal government has launched its first

targeted effort to reach African American men who have sex with men about the need to know their HIV

status.

The campaign, dubbed "Know Where You Stand," aims to increase HIV testing among black MSM ages
18 to 44. It is being launched in 14 cities, including San Francisco and Oakland where billboards have

recently gone up featuring a photo of a 20-something black man alongside the message "Get Tested. Know

More."

Banner ads carrying the same message are also running on several websites that draw a predominately

black audience online, including LOL Darian, Black Gay Chat Live, and Downelink. The campaign will

also have a prominent presence at numerous Black Pride events across the country this summer.

"I think the first action we hope everybody takes is to get into some kind of system of care that allows them

to be HIV tested on a regular basis," said Ernest Hopkins, the San Francisco AIDS Foundation's
legislative director.

Hopkins was part of an external consultant work group comprised of 19 black gay MSM community
leaders, researchers, and key stakeholders the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention convened to

help it conceive the campaign and its various components. He said it is the first time he can recall federal

health officials establishing such a committee.

"I would say it is the first time they have gone through this kind of a process where they have intentionally

brought researchers, clinicians, community-based providers, and advocates to the table to actually go

through the literature with them and test campaign ideas to really begin to understand what would be

needed in order to address this population in a culturally appropriate way," said Hopkins.

Another member of the CDC working group was Venton Jones, 27, a gay black man who lives in

Washington, D.C. and is the senior program associate for communications and member education at the

National Black Gay Men's Advocacy Coalition. Jones said the campaign's message of "knowing your
truth" conveys to other gay black men that they need to not only get tested for HIV but need to pay

attention to their own personal health.
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"IW iV poZeUfXl jXVW in Whe WiWle iWVelf Wo knoZ ZheUe \oX VWand and WhaW iV making VXUe \oX geW WeVWed, and if

\oX aUe poViWiYe, Wo VWaUW WUeaWmenW," Vaid JoneV, adding WhaW Whe meVVage foU negaWiYe men iV Wo be "WeVWed

eYeU\ WhUee Wo Vi[ monWhV."

The KnoZ WheUe YoX SWand campaign iV paUW of Whe mXlWi-pUonged, mXlWi-\eaU naWional pXblic aZaUeneVV

effoUW knoZn aV AcW AgainVW AIDS WhaW ZaV laXnched in 2009. The goYeUnmenW iV Vpending $45 million

oYeU fiYe \eaUV on Whe campaign, Zhich haV nXmeUoXV paUWV geaUed Wo diffeUenW demogUaphicV.

AnoWheU campaign WhaW alVo laXnched WhiV \eaU, and iV alVo aimed aW black MSM and oWheU ga\ and

biVe[Xal men, iV called "GUeaWeU Than AIDS." IW feaWXUeV VeYeUal San FUanciVco UeVidenWV and iV Whe fiUVW

AIDS-UelaWed adYeUWiVing campaign noW aVVociaWed ZiWh a clinical VWXd\ oU dUXg WUial Wo be Veen in Whe
CaVWUo in Vome Wime. [See VWoU\, page 4]

DXe Wo VcaUce fXnding dollaUV, in UecenW \eaUV man\ local agencieV eiWheU haYe been Xnable Wo affoUd WheiU

oZn HIV pUeYenWion campaignV oU haYe Vcaled back Whe campaignV Wo be moUe WaUgeWed in WheiU

placemenWV and noW aV Zidel\ ciUcXlaWed. The moVW UecenW campaign fUom Whe San FUanciVco DepaUWmenW of

PXblic HealWh, accoUding Wo iWV hWWp://ZZZ.VfhiY.oUg ZebViWe, ZaV called "DiVcloVe HIV" and Uan in laWe

2006 WhUoXgh eaUl\ 2007. IW feaWXUed pV\chedelic-coloUed imageV of male coXpleV and encoXUaged Ve[Xal

paUWneUV Wo Walk aboXW WheiU HIV VWaWXV.

IW haV been 22 \eaUV Vince Whe fedeUal goYeUnmenW laVW fXnded iWV oZn naWionZide HIV pUeYenWion
campaign. A VignificanW componenW of Whe neZ effoUW iV aimed aW Ueaching ga\ and biVe[Xal men becaXVe

Whe\ Uemain Whe gUoXp moVW VignificanWl\ impacWed b\ Whe AIDS epidemic in Whe UniWed SWaWeV.

Black ga\ and biVe[Xal men aUe Whe moVW diVpUopoUWionaWel\ affecWed b\ AIDS.

In San FUanciVco, AfUican AmeUican men accoXnW foU Whe higheVW incidence UaWeV of HIV caVeV among men,
accoUding Wo Whe 2009 HIV/AIDS Epidemiolog\ AnnXal RepoUW, Whe moVW UecenW aYailable. The UepoUW

VWaWed WhaW Zhile ZhiWe men VaZ "a declining WUend" in HIV caVe incidence UaWeV beWZeen 2006 and 2009,
Whe incidence UaWeV foU men of oWheU Uace/eWhniciW\ gUoXpV Uemained "faiUl\ leYel."

In 2009, VWaWed Whe UepoUW, Whe incidence UaWe of caVeV diagnoVed ZiWh HIV peU 100,000 popXlaWion ZaV

181 among AfUican AmeUican men, 139 among LaWino men, and 96 among ZhiWe men. AV of 2009, Whe ciW\
UepoUWed WhaW 1,026 black men ZeUe liYing ZiWh AIDS, onl\ 36 of Zhom idenWified aV heWeUoVe[Xal. An

addiWional 644 black men ZeUe liYing ZiWh HIV, ZiWh 24 idenWif\ing aV VWUaighW.

AccoUding Wo a 2008 CDC VWXd\, one in fiYe MSM in 21 majoU U.S. ciWieV ZeUe infecWed ZiWh HIV, and
neaUl\ half (44 peUcenW) ZeUe XnaZaUe of WheiU infecWion. The VWXd\ alVo foXnd WhaW 28 peUcenW of black

MSM ZeUe HIV-infecWed, compaUed Wo 18 peUcenW of HiVpanic/LaWino MSM and 16 peUcenW of ZhiWe
MSM. Of Whe HIV-infecWed black MSM, 59 peUcenW ZeUe XnaZaUe of WheiU infecWion.

"ObYioXVl\, Whe CDC haV been conceUned foU Vome Wime aboXW Whe impacW of HIV on AfUican AmeUican

men Zho haYe Ve[ ZiWh men in Whe UniWed SWaWeV," Vaid DU. RichaUd WoliWVki, Whe openl\ ga\ depXW\
diUecWoU of behaYioUal and Vocial Vcience aW Whe CDC. "The epidemiological daWa haV Ueall\ dUiYen oXU focXV
on AfUican AmeUican men Zho haYe Ve[ ZiWh men. ThaW and oWheU daWa Ueall\ poinWed Wo a need Wo incUeaVe

HIV WeVWing in WheVe men."
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WROiWVNi Vaid Whe CDC haV deVigQaWed $2.5 PiOOiRQ WRZaUd deYeORSiQg Whe KQRZ WheUe YRX SWaQd

caPSaigQ. IW VSeQW $900,000 WR deYeORS Whe fiUVW ShaVe Rf adYeUWiViQg, ZiWh a VecRQd URXQd WR be OaXQched
iQ Whe faOO.

The CDC iV aOVR cRQdXcWiQg UeVeaUch iQ Whe bOacN MSM SRSXOaWiRQ, he Vaid, bXW haV \eW WR SXbOiVh iWV

fiQdiQgV. AQd a VeSaUaWe caPSaigQ fRcXVed RQ LaWiQR MSM iV iQ Whe ZRUNV, Vaid WROiWNVi.

"ObYiRXVO\, Whe PRVW XUgeQW Qeed iV AfUicaQ APeUicaQ MSM giYeQ Whe diVSURSRUWiRQaWe UaWeV Rf iQfecWiRQ,"
he Vaid.

SiPSOe PeVVage

The ViPSOiciW\ iQ Whe QeZ caPSaigQ iV iQ VWaUN cRQWUaVW WR Whe iQfaPRXV "HRPRbR\" adV Whe SaQ FUaQciVcR

SXbOic heaOWh deSaUWPeQW'V HIV SUeYeQWiRQ VecWiRQ XQYeiOed iQ 2005. IQ WhaW caPSaigQ, Whe ciW\'V fiUVW
WaUgeWed aW \RXQg bOacN MSM, adV aQd a ZebViWe VhRZed \RXQg bOacN PeQ decNed RXW iQ hiS-hRS aWWiUe.

The cRQWURYeUViaO caPSaigQ XVed Whe WagOiQe "DRQ'W be a biWch," Zhich ZaV PeaQW WR eQcRXUage Whe PeQ WR

QRW eQgage iQ XQVafe Ve[. IW SURYRNed Pi[ed UeacWiRQV aPRQg heaOWh ZRUNeUV fRcXVed RQ WhaW dePRgUaShic.

ThRVe behiQd Whe CDC'V QeZ caPSaigQ Vaid WheUe ZaV QR Qeed WR XVe YiVXaO giPPicNV iQ Whe
adYeUWiVePeQWV. RaWheU, Whe\ RSWed fRU ViPSOe deVigQV WhaW cRQYe\ a SRZeUfXO PeVVage.

"The geQeViV fRU WhiV aSSURach UeaOO\ caPe fURP WhaW e[SeUW adYiVRU\ gURXS WhaW YeU\ VWURQgO\ feOW Ze

Qeeded aQ XSOifWiQg aQd ePSRZeUiQg PeVVage," Vaid WROiWVNi.

ThaW PeVVage, iQ HRSNiQV'V e\eV, iV WhaW bOacN MSM haYe RSWiRQV aQd WhaW HIV iQfecWiRQ VhRXOd QRW be
VeeQ aV aQ iQeYiWabiOiW\.

"M\ hRSe iV Whe\ ZiOO WhiQN abRXW WhePVeOYeV aQd Va\ I aP ZRUWh SURWecWiQg aQd I haYe a fXWXUe aQd P\

fXWXUe iV gRiQg WR be eaVieU WR achieYe if I aP QRW iQfecWed ZiWh a chURQic diVeaVe WhaW I haYe WR PaQage fRU
Whe UeVW Rf P\ Oife. I caQ OiYe a ORQg heaOWh\ Oife ZiWhRXW HIV aQd WhaW iV ZhaW I SUefeU WR dR," Vaid HRSNiQV.

JRQeV Vaid he caQ Vee hiPVeOf iQ Whe adV aQd hRSeV WhaW RWheU \RXQg bOacN PeQ feeO Whe VaPe VRUW Rf
cRQQecWiRQ.

"OQe WhiQg WhaW ZaV SRZeUfXO WR Pe iV Whe CDC aQd Whe adYeUWiVeU cUeaWiQg WheVe PaWeUiaOV ZeUe abOe WR
OiVWeQ WR bOacN MSM ZhR ZeUe SaUW Rf Whe SOaQQiQg bRd\ fRU WhiV," Vaid JRQeV. "IW UeaOO\ UeTXiUed VRPe UeaO
WhRXghW iQWR iW."
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